
 

Message from the Principal 

 

 

13:30 - 17 March 2020 

Re: Coronavirus Update 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Following the most recent government advice and information, it is with regret that St. 

Peter’s CofE Academy will be partially closed for the rest of this week. This will be done on 

a rotation to ensure the impact on the education of students is limited. I have no choice, but to 

take this measure as, we have a number of staff who are now self-isolating and working from 

home. 

The situation is changing continually, but in order to allow all lessons to be covered, The 

Academy will only be open to Year 7, 8, 9 and 11 (not Year 10) on Wednesday 18 March 

2020. 

We will provide daily updates to parents/carers on which year groups the Academy will be 

open for (for the following day). 

We fully appreciate the difficulties this may cause some parents/carers with child care, so if 

you cannot arrange childcare, on a day your child is not due to attend, please still send your 

son/daughter into the Academy and we will arrange for them to still receive a form of 

education. 

It is important to re-emphasise that if your son/daughter or anyone in your household has 

developed the symptoms of coronavirus, please self-isolate and inform the Academy. If a 

student displays symptoms whilst at school, we will contact you and you will be asked to 

collect your child immediately. 

In an attempt to stop the spread of the virus, from tomorrow, we have made the difficult 

decision to cancel all events, school trips and large student gatherings, including school 

assemblies. We have also stopped students using their finger print when purchasing food. 

Information has already been given to the students regarding the importance of handwashing 

and increased hygiene techniques at this time. Our premises are also being regularly cleaned, 

and soap and information posters are checked regularly in the toilets. 

With regards to the forthcoming examinations, we have been advised that at this time we are 

to continue to prepare as normal. Ofqual and the Department for Education are planning for a 

range of scenarios, although their overriding priorities are fairness to students this summer 

and keeping disruption to a minimum. The Performing Arts PPE and Food Technology exam 

have been cancelled, but the Year 10 Business Studies exam (Friday 20 March) is still due to 

go ahead, as it is an external examination. 



If we are advised that the school has to close completely, we will let you know via Facebook, 

e mail, website and text at the earliest opportunity. However, I think that it would be prudent 

to prepare for a possible full school closure now. If this were to be the case, I would like to 

suggest the following: 

 Make sure the school has your current email address 

 Make sure you are able to access Show My Homework – you do not need a login, just 

click on the icon on the website and it will take you to the site 

 Staff will be uploading work for every subject in every year group every day on to 

Show My Homework and we strongly advise the work is completed to limit the 

impact on your child’s education. 

 Access the range of other educational resources available, on the internet, such as 

BBC Bitesize and Twinkl free month of premium access, sign up using code 

UKTWINKLHELPS 

If there are any issues with these action steps, or you do not have access to the internet, please 

can you contact the Academy. 

During this unprecedented time, I am sure that you can appreciate that the volume of 

correspondence to the school has increased, therefore we may not be able to respond to 

parents about individual cases. Our support staff has been affected, as much as our teaching 

staff and our main priority is to ensure we have staff in front of students.  

I will, of course, update you as soon as information is available. I appreciate that this is a 

challenging and difficult time for us all, although please be assured that we are doing all that 

we can to keep your child’s education as consistent as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

Michael Astley 

Principal 

 


