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UNIT DESCRIPTION

USEFUL WEBSITES

During this project students will start to 
learn some important art vocabulary to 

help them to talk about art. Students 
will look closely at the Cubism art 

movement and will experiment with a 
range of skills and materials  to produce 
their own Cubism art work. During this 

project students will develop colour 
theory and tonal skills as well as skills in 
observational drawing and design, they

will create their own primary 
observations in the style of cubism. 

Students will experiment with media 
such as pencil, pastel, watercolour and 

mono print in the style of Pablo Picasso.

TONAL
SHADING

By adding 
tone and 
shade to 
objects 

enhances the 
appearance.  
Choose the 
light source 
then decide 

the dark and 
light faces of 

an object

Line

Shape

Form

Tone

Texture

Pattern

Colour

Cubism

Geometric

Colour Theory

• Tertiary colours are created by 
mixing a primary colour and the 
secondary colour next to it on the 
colour wheel.

• Colours that are next to each other 
on the colour wheel are called 
harmonious.

• Complementary colours are colours
that are opposite each other on the 
colour wheel. When complementary 
colours are used together they 
create contrast. Adding a colour’s
complimentary colour will usually 
make a darker shade. This is often 
preferable to adding black.

• Warm colours are colours on the red 
side of the wheel. These are red and 
include orange, yellow and browns.

• Cool colours are colours on the blue 
side of the wheel. These are blue and 
include green, purple and most greys.

This is called a Colour Wheel.

Primary Secondary

red + yellow =orange

red + blue =purple

blue + yellow =green

Composition
The term composition means ‘putting together,’ and can apply to any 
work of art or photography, that is arranged or put together using 

conscious thought. There are numerous approaches or “compositional 
techniques” to achieving a sense of unity within an artwork, depending 

on the goals of the artist. 

For example, a work of art is said to be aesthetically pleasing to the 
eye if the elements within the work are arranged in a balanced 
compositional way. However, there are artists such as Salvador 

Dali whose sole aim is to disrupt traditional composition and challenge 
the viewer to rethink balance and design elements within art works.

Rule of thirds
The rule of thirds is a guideline followed by some visual artists. The 
objective is to stop the subject and areas of interest from bisecting 
the image, by placing them near one of the lines that would divide the 
image into three equal columns and rows, ideally near the intersection 

of those lines.

Expert modelling example

Use the 
‘flick’ 
technique 
to blend 
smoothly 
between 
different 
tones.

When 
blending 
colour 
with tone 
layer at 
least two 
colours.

Use a 
light line 
when 
sketching
.

Existing similar examples  

What formal elements can you see in this work?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wi
ki/Pablo_Picasso
https://www.tate.org.uk/art
/art-terms/c/cubism

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/c/cubism

