
English Language – KS4 

Subject 
Summary 

 

Our Passionate and dedicated English team aim to develop students into confident and creative readers, 
writers and speakers, as well as widening their cultural knowledge and experiences. 
English Language GCSE allows them to demonstrate their ability to use English in real life contexts, when 
reading, writing and speaking and listening. They study a variety of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries. These will include literature and literary non-fiction as well as other quality writing such as reviews 
and journalism.  
There are two exams in Year 11 which account for 100% of the GCSE English grade.  
The course give our students the opportunity to: 
•Develop critical reading and comprehension skills 
•Evaluate of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, grammatical and structural features 
•Produce clear and coherent text and write for impact 
•Presenting information and ideas and respond to spoken language 

Equipment 
and Books 
Students 
need: 

A Fully Stocked Pencil case (pens, pencils, ruler etc)  
Highlighters: ideally four different colours 
All Classrooms have dictionaries for you to use but you may wish to purchase your own 
English KS4 Revision guide – which can be purchased from the academy  

Useful 

websites: 
Guides on how to improve your English skills  
http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/ 
Revision Strategies (Page 3 onwards) 
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/english/ks3-4-5/ks3/useful/documents/ApproachesToRevision.pdf  
Grammar and Vocabulary Guides 
https://www.ef.com/english-resources/  
Wide Variety of English Resources (requires a log in but is free to sign up)  
https://getrevising.co.uk/resources?q=&level_id%5B%5D=gcse&subject_id%5B%5D=english  
Downloadable resources and links to videos 
http://johnbright.uk/english-revision-resources/  
Resources from one of the country’s leading English Teachers  
http://www.geoffbarton.co.uk/student-resources.php  

Parents/ 
Guardians 
can help 
their child 
by: 

- Encourage them to read newspaper reports and magazine articles regularly so that they understand the 
structure and tone of an article. After reading a newspaper / internet article, ask them to identify five of the 
techniques used by writers and explain why they are effective or rewrite some of the paragraphs in their 
own words. This will help them to prepare for the summary task. It is important to have lots of ideas and 
opinions on current affairs as the writing task may be a discursive essay. 

- Give real opportunities to write both formal and informal letters; for example, to a relative or even to the 
editor of a local newspaper and where possible, let them read formal letters which you have received. 

- Talk to them about areas of local interest – they may be asked to describe, advertise, or persuade someone 
to visit their local area. 

-  Get them to think about their own personal qualities – for example, how would they persuade an 
employer to offer them a job? 

- Collect leaflets received in the post or picked up in health centres or tourist information centres – ask them 
to explore the layouts and the ways in which they are written. 

- Encourage them to discuss a film they’ve seen or a book they’ve read; they may be asked to write a review. 

Show My 
Homework:  Homework are a variety of tasks which are focused on preparing your child for their GCSE examinations.  

These are added to show my homework every week with detailed instructions on how to complete the tasks  

Who can I 

contact? 

Head of Faculty/ 
Subject Lead 

Miss E Bowler  
Miss S Greatbatch 

Teachers  
Miss Reddaway, Mrs Baxendale, Mrs O’Connor, Miss Adams, Miss Dibble, Mrs Beevor, 
Mrs Myatt  
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