
English Literature – KS4 

Subject 
Summary 

 Our Passionate and dedicated English team aim to develop students into confident and creative readers, 
writers and speakers, as well as widening their cultural knowledge and experiences. 
English Literature GCSE allows our students to explore a variety of texts, from poetry to Shakespeare, 19th 
Century to modern texts. It will develop Their analytical skills with extract-based texts and one complete 
Shakespeare play. There is no coursework for English Literature; it is made up of two closed-book exams at 
the end of year 11 alongside the English Language course.  These will make up 100% of the English Literature 
GCSE.  
The course give our students the opportunity to: 

- apply your skills in literal and inferential comprehension 
- ability to understand a word, phrase or sentence in context 
- explore aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings 
- develop critical reading skills/tools to interpret, analyse and evaluate writers’ works 
- Study a Shakespeare play in its entirety 
- Learn how to respond to unseen poems with confidence 
- Learn how to compare two poems or texts 

Equipment 
and Books 
Students 
need: 

A Fully Stocked Pencil case (pens, pencils, ruler etc.)  
Highlighters: ideally four different colours 
All Classrooms have dictionaries for you to use but you may wish to purchase your own 
English KS4 Revision guide – which can be purchased from the academy  

Useful 

websites: Videos on How to analyse Poetry  
http://www.youtube.com/user/WCSEnglish 
Revision Guides and Book Summaries 
http://www.sparknotes.com/  
Wide Variety of English Resources (requires a log in but is free to sign up)  
https://getrevising.co.uk/resources?q=&level_id%5B%5D=gcse&level_id%5B%5D=standard_grade&level_id%
5B%5D=vocational_gcse&subject_id%5B%5D=english_literature  
Downloadable resources and links to videos 
http://johnbright.uk/english-revision-resources/  
Resources from one of the country’s leading English Teachers  
http://www.geoffbarton.co.uk/student-resources.php  

Parents/ 
Guardians 
can help 
their child 
by: 

- Encourage your child to revise the at least one poem every day – this can be done in a variety of 
ways not just repeatedly reading it e.g. watching videos, truing the poem into a picture, recording 
themselves performing it.  

- Read the texts and poems with your child 
- Get your child to create a glossary of terminology and use it to test them on 5 key terms a day  
- Watch different film adaptations of the texts they are studying or if possible take them to see it live. 

Discuss these with your child, and get them to explain the key plot points critically.  
- Encourage them to highlight and annotate text in newspapers or in leaflets.  

Show My 
Homework:  Homework are a variety of tasks which are focused on preparing your child for their GCSE examinations.  

These are added to show my homework every week with detailed instructions on how to complete the tasks.  

Who can I 

contact? 

Head of Faculty/ 
Subject Lead 

Miss E Bowler  
Miss S Greatbatch 

Teachers  
Miss Reddaway, Mrs Baxendale, Mrs O’Connor, Miss Adams, Miss Dibble, Mrs Beevor, Mrs 
Myatt  
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