
 

 

24th November 2020 
 
INSET Day 04/01/21 and 05/01/21 and Training for On-line lessons on TEAMS 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I wanted to thank students for all of their efforts when not in school this week. Please 
keep accessing the work set on Show My Homework and other resources, such as 
the Support Zone on the Academy website and at The Oak National Academy - 
https://www.thenational.academy 
  
Currently any teachers that were due to teach the year group not in school on any 
given day, are unable to teach on-line lessons because they are having to cover the 
lessons in the other year groups. Another issue is that students have not been given 
the necessary training to access any on-line lessons.  
 
I am delighted to announce that from January 2021 we are looking at delivering          
on-line lessons through TEAMS if a whole year group bubble is forced to close and 
the students in that bubble need to self-isolate for 14 days.  
 
We have only had to close a bubble once, for Year 9 in October, this term. This is 
because we have insisted on the wearing of face masks between lessons before it 
became official advice and because we are strict with our seating plans, so can be 
confident which individuals have been in close contact with a positive case. In saying 
that, no one can predict the future and it maybe necessary to do this again. 
 
In order for this to take place I have used external Covid-19 catch-up funding to use a 
company to come in and train the staff on delivering TEAMS lessons. They also train 
staff on how to train the students to access the lessons (in the event of a whole bubble 
closing from January 2021). The company also need to ensure that our ICT systems 
can cope with this and that our internal systems are linked to TEAMS so accessing 
the lessons is as straight forward as possible for the students.  
 
This training is due to take place on 04/01/21 and 05/01/21. This means that 
students will return to school on Wednesday 06/01/21 after the Christmas 
holiday, as Monday 04/01/21 and Tuesday 05/01/21 will be INSET days. Monday 
04/01/20 has always been an INSET day, but Tuesday 05/01/20 has now been added. 
I can only apologise for this, but strongly believe that if one day additional INSET leads 
to lessons being taught remotely on TEAMS if a year group has to self-isolate is worth 
it. It also gives us opportunities post-Covid to teach intervention sessions in the 
holidays and at the weekends without staff and students having to leave their homes. 
 

https://www.thenational.academy/


 

Unfortunately, we cannot teach TEAM lessons to individual self-isolating students 
while they are off, as the teacher will still be teaching the rest of the class who are in 
school. We are looking into ways that self-isolating students can potentially join 
lessons taking place in school remotely, from Jan 2021, but it is not as straight forward 
as it may appear. 
 

Thank you again for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Mr M Astley 

Principal 

 

 

 

 


