
 

 March 18th 2021 

 

Consultation for extending the October half term holiday to two weeks 

 

Overview: 
 
Academies are free to determine their term dates and are not bound by the 
regulations that affect maintained schools. This is expressly referred to in the DfE’s 
current model funding agreement. Academies have more flexibility in the way the 
school year is organised to allow less rigid educational provision and allow them to 
be more responsive to the needs of the Academy and the community.  
 
St Peter’s CofE Academy term dates are set annually in conjunction with Woodard 
Academies Trust. After careful consideration, as an Academy we have decided to 
consult on an extension to the October half term holiday by one week with 
Wednesdays finishing at 3pm instead of 2.30pm. 
 
The proposal is to: 
 

• Extend the October half term break from one week to two weeks, the dates for 
the half term would therefore be Monday 18th October 2021 to Friday 29th 
October 2021. 

• Students would finish at 3pm on Wednesdays instead of 2.30pm to make up 
this teaching time. 

• The intention is to send this consultation document and survey to staff, 
parents and students. 
 

Why we are proposing a change: 
 
The Autumn term is the longest and hardest term of the academic year, it is 
therefore the most difficult for staff and students to maintain high standards and live 
up to the high expectations they have of themselves and of each other. Parents and 
students have also communicated that having different times during and at the end 
of the school day on Wednesdays can be confusing. It has also led to difficulties with 
pick up times for some parents and carers. This proposal will allow for Rock sessions 
to run on Wednesday mornings and for the school day to be the same as the rest of 
the week which is an important aspect of student wellbeing. There are many schools 
across the country who have made this adjustment to their term dates and the 
feedback from them has been very positive. 
 



 

 

What happens next: 

We would like to gain your feedback and comments on this proposal, we have 

therefore created surveys for the following groups:  

• Staff 

• Students 

• Parents 

Please complete the link for the group that you belong to which will be sent via email. 

 

The consultation periods starts today – Thursday 18th March 2021 and will end on 

Thursday 1st April 2021. 

• Feedback received after this time will not be considered. 

• Feedback following consultation will be communicated after the end of the 

consultation. 

 

 

Mr M Astley 

Principal 

 

Parent Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/J63LNWV 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/J63LNWV

