
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Big Questions 
LANG: What is the significance of the 

characters used in the text? 
LIT: In the essay response you will be 
required to refer to context…in the 

extract and the text as a whole. 

YR: 7         SoL:     Courage, Adventure & Fortune: Novel Study                                             English Knowledge Organiser @SPA 

Key concepts in this module:  
1. Role of women           16. Conflict.  
2. Guilt     17. War 
3. Ambition     18. Power 
4. Appearance vs Reality  
5. Good and Evil     19. Leadership  
6. Loyalty       20. Nature  
7. Supernatural          21. Life and Death 
8. Power                      22. Inner Conflict. 
9. Fate and Freewill   23. Fear 
10. Social Injustice       24. Identity / Culture 
11. Responsibility         25. Abuse of power.  
12. Greed 
13. Redemption  
14. Morality  
15. Time  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What am I being assessed on: 
 
Language: The words on the page. The writer’s descriptions of 
characters/setting/action and what the characters actually say. 
*Structure: The way the story has been put together. The order of 
events within the story. The significance of the extract in terms of 
the whole novel. The significance of the type of characters used. 
How the story is told. 
Form: The overall shape of the story as a whole. The type of story it 
is. 
 
 

Full mark answer: 

Ben Gunn is one of the novel’s strangest 

characters. He does not receive much attention in 

the narrative, yet his inclusion in the novel is 

crucial. Ben Gunn saves Jim at the end, and he is 

the one who has first discovered the treasure—

notably, without the aid of the treasure map. Ben 

should be a hero, but in his deranged and ragged 

state everyone thinks of him as pathetic, merely a 

skeleton of a man, despite all his heroic 

accomplishments. Ben has long been separated 

from the rules and rationality of society, and the 

fact that he has moved away from following social 

norms causes others to view him as insane. 

Fittingly, Ben saves Jim by spookily imitating dead 

pirates, as he himself is something of a ghost of a 

man. Ben has attained riches and fortune, but he 

has lost his reason and his humanity in the 

process. He is a cautionary example of a man who 

has lost everything because of his pirate lifestyle 

and greedy mentality. Ben’s avarice, selfishness, 

and desire have brought him only the status of a 

castaway—a literal outcast of society. 

Curriculum Intent: Why are we studying this? 

1. To develop our capacity for critical and independent thought   
2. To listen and respond appropriately to the views of others  
3. To understand the changing nature of society and how this is an 

opportunity not a threat  
4. To develop compassion for others in society  
5. To recognise world faiths and beliefs and the impact they have on 

our culture 
6. To broaden their perspective on different communities and cultures 

within the local area  
7. How does the writer use language to develop character?  

 

Novel Spelling Errors 
Interpretation                          
Accurate 
Reference                                 
Various 
Knowledge                               
Audience 
Monologue                              
Tension 
Impression                               
Identified 
Prediction                                
Behaviour 
Unexpected                             
Summarise 
Interaction                               

Context* 
So, what is context? 
-When the text was written? 
-What the society was like at the 
time the text was written? 
-What or who influenced the 
writer? 
-What political or social influences 
there would have been? 
-What influences there may have 
been in the genre that may have 
affected the writer? 
-When the text was written and 
when it was set may also have an 
important part to play in what is 
written? 
-The context hinted at by the 
examination question. 

*How does the relationship between the 

characters reflect the context of the novella?* 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/top-marks.html&psig=AOvVaw0yw_EakCvGYYAjCYDvIcj8&ust=1585838629508000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLC3v8q7x-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Methods Text Level 

Order of events Beg/mid/end – 1st ½ /2nd ½  Writers make choices in how they structure their writing. 

Change in focus Narrator moves our attention Writers choose what they want us to concentrate on. 

*Foregrounding  Making something stand out Used to show how important something/someone is/will be. 

1st/2nd/3rd person Perspective of narrator 1st ‘I’ personal / narrow perspective 2nd ‘You’ (usually non-fiction 3rd ‘She’ the 
reader has knowledge of all events & characters / wide perspective 

Change in 
perspective 

Changing between characters 
/ character to narrator  

Creates dramatic irony – reader learns things the characters don’t  

Chronological Writing is in time order Creates a sense of familiarity for the reader. It’s what we’re used to.  

Non-
chronological 

Writing is not in time order Helps to increase tension as it is unfamiliar / unpredictable. 

Flashback Story goes back to past events Reveals information about characters, events. Reveals past emotions.  

Flash-forward Story goes into the future Helps to piece key pieces of information together.  

*Foreshadowing A hint of something to come Creates anticipation, tension, excitement, drama.  

*Cyclical 
narrative 

Ending similar to beginning Provides a sense of relief, closure. Enables reader to make sense of the text 
as a whole. 

*Ambiguous 
ending 

Ending is unclear, unresolved Keeps the reader interested, questioning after the narrative is finished. 

*Dual narrative Two storylines  Shows parallels or differences in characters, perspectives, times… 

*Contrast Noticeable differences Helps the reader to see the attributes of each object, character, setting … 

*Juxtaposition Opposite ideas, events… Helps the reader understand difference / also invites comparison 

*Motif Recurring idea, object, 
colour… 

Traceable patterns highlight what is most important in the text. 

Short paragraph 1 to 3 lines / sentences This makes information stand out as important. Shift in mood, focus… 

Zoom-in Detailed description on 
something specific 

Highlights the importance of a character, emotion, object, event. May slow 
time. 

Zoom-out Focus on setting, wider ideas Introduces setting. Provides social commentary on the context. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary.  

Author Novel 

Fact Fiction 

Title *Dialogue 

Illustrator Publisher 

Chapter *Pace 

*Mood Theme 

*Atmosphere Quotation 

Character *Suspense 

*Climax *Complication 

Genre Phrase 

Paragraph Setting 

Plot Contents 

Common Spelling 
Errors in English @SPA 

Author   Writer   
Because   Beginning   
There / their    Tension   
Particular   Especially   
Believe   Sympathy   
Repetition   Opposite   
Exclamation mark   
Emphasise   Empathise   
Sentence 

 

How to write about it… 
The extract begins with… 

At the beginning, the 
writer… 

The writer changes the 
focus… 

The focus is changed to… 

*As the extract 
develops… 

At the end of the text… 

The ending links with the 
opening sentence… 

The ending reminds the 
reader… 

The writer also uses… 

*The use of 
dialogue/repetition/ 
punctuation/zooming in, 
etc…. 

Write about the 
writer with 
academic verbs. 
The writer… 
shows  
*conveys 
*portrays 
*implies  
communicates  
*insinuates  
creates  
highlights  
displays  
*alludes 
hints  
expresses 

Write about the 
reader… 
 
The reader: 
ask themselves  
wonders  
questions  
agrees 
*sympathises  
*assumes  
remembers  
believes 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 
 
This makes the 
reader feel… 
shocked 
amused  
disgusted  
outraged  
confused  
puzzled  
sadness 
*melancholy  
frustration 

fury 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 

Wherever you see 

* on an English 

knowledge 
organiser it 

means this is a 
stretch & 
challenge 
element. 
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