
 

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                     

                                                                  

  

Poem/Poet Summary 

Mother, Any Distance by 
Simon Armitage 

Armitage talks about the relationship between him and his mother and the great 
effect she had on his life.  

Tyger, Tyger by William 
Blake 

Blake’s speaker is wndering about the creator responsible for such a fearsome 
creature as the tiger. The fiery imagiery used throughout the poem creates the 
tiger’s image of danger.  

She Walks in Beauty by 
Lord Byron * 

The poem is about an unamed woman. She’s really quite striking and the speaker 
compares her to lots of beautiful, but dark, things.  

1st Date by Wendy Cope A poem presenting the male and female perspective on a first date.  Both 
personas highlight the anxiety involved in trying to impress someone. 

If I Could Catch a 
Rainbow by Maya 
Angelou 

This poem was written for my nephew, who loves ainbows. It was written in a 
time that he had lost his mother, was feeling down and I wanted to send him 
something that woud cheer him up.  

Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning  

The speaker is proclaiming her unending passion for her beloved. She tells her 
lover how deeply her love goes, and she also tells him how she loves him. She 
loves hm with all of her being and she hopes God will grant her the abiliity to love 
him even after she has passed away.  

Quickdraw by Carol Ann 
Duffy 

It is playful and humerous in tone, drawing comparisons between a gunslinger in 
the Wild West and two people in a relatiosnhip. 

Love’s Philosophy by 
Percy Bysshe Shelley 

The persona is trying to persuade a beautiful woman to take a romantic interest in 
him. 

Yellow by Jackie Kay The picture of a dysfunctional family and all the difficulties that represents.  

The Big Question 
LIT: How does the poet use language and 

structure to present ideas and themes in the 
poem? 

 

Common Spelling Errors in English @SPA 
Simile metaphor connotation personification 

alliteration onomatopoeia rhyme rhythm 
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Full mark answer: 

How does the poet present the family relationship in the poem 

‘Yellow’? 

In the poem ‘Yellow’, The poet presents the family relationship 

as dysfunctional.  A quotation to support this is ‘When my aunt 

Peggy comes from Edinburgh, she shoves my head into a runny 

yellow yolk.’ The technique of a verb ‘shoves’ is used to show 

the aunt seems quite aggressive and frustrated with the 

situation. This is effective because it shows that the family do 

not really show much care and compassion towards each 

other.  Additionally, this could also imply that the aunt is not 

very patient. An Interesting adjective could be ‘runny’ because 

it suggests the egg isn’t very appetising or cooked properly. 

This is effective as it implies that the family is not functioning 

properly. A reader maybe feeling sympathy for the persona as 

the family does not sound very loving. This links to the 

question as it makes me think family relationship is not very 

healthy. 

  

Wherever you see * on an English 
knowledge organiser it means this 
is a stretch & challenge element. 

Curriculum Intent: Why are we studying this? 
1. To develop our understanding of the world 
around us and the difficulties people face. 
2.To develop our own analytical skills therefore 
increasing our confidence when we are faced 
with complex ideas and language. 
3.To encourage and develop our empathetic and 
interpretation skills so we are better able to 
develop our own opinions and see the world 
through the eyes of others. 
4. How does the writer use language and 
structure to develop meaning in a poem?  

 

10 Steps to understanding a poem. 

1 – Look at the title form and shape.  What does it tell you? 

2 – Read the poem. 

3 – Who is speaking in the poem? How do you know? 

4 – What is happening in the poem?  What is the setting? 

5 – What are the themes in the poem?  How do you know? 

6 – Is there a rhyme scheme?  If so, what is its effect?  If not, why not? 

7 – Are there any language methods?  What are their effects? 

8 – What imagery can you find in the poem? 

9 – What is the tone of the poem?  How do you think the persona is feeling? 

10 – How does the poem make you feel?  
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Method  Definition 

Enjambment * Conitinuing a sentence across lines of poetry without end stopping.  

Metaphor A direct comparison to say one thing is another. 

Personification Giving human qualities to something non human. 

Simile A comparison between two things using ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

Structure * The way a poem has been put together and thinking about the 
reasons for the poets’ structural choices.  

Form The type or variety of something. For example in poetry: a sonnet, 
dramatic monologue, narrative poem.  

Stanza A group of lines in a poem that are usually separated by a blank line.  

Line In poetry a line is not the same as in a sentence. One line in poetry can 
inclulde more than one sentence and one sentence can go over many 
lines.  

Rhyme The similarity of sound between words or the endings of words, often 
used at th ends of lines in poetry.  

Rhythm A strong, regular repeated pattern of movement or sound.  

Sonnet A form of poetry using fourteen lines using any number of formal 
rhyme scheme, typically 10 syllables per line, a rhyming couplet at the 
end and about love.  

Narratvie 
Poetry * 

A form of poetry which tells a story, often using the voices of a 
narrator and as well as characters. The entire story is usually written 
in metred verse. It does not need to ryhme.  

A About  After reading the poem what is your 
initial reaction?  

The main message delivered by 
the poet is……….. 
This poem links to the question 
in the following means…………… 

R Repeated Ideas  Are there certain words that link to 
the same topic throughout?  

Through the constant use 
of…….this illustrates to me as 
the reader……………. 

T Tone Is this poem serious, aggressive, 
comedic, romantic, thoughtful or 
emotionless? 

Calm   mysterious pragmatic 
stern 
Vibrant Joyful.  

W Words / 
Phrases 

Which key words or phrases would 
you use as perceptive quotes and 
why? 

The key word……emphasises to 
the reader………… 
With the line ……..comes……….. 

A Alliteration (or 
a key 

technique) 

Is there a certain device that has 
been used and why? 

Alliteration    Assonance   
Simile   Metaphor 
Personification   

R Rhyme and 
Rhythm  

What is the beat of the poem? 
Could you link that to a certain 
change in the poem? 
Is the rhythm steady or does it 
change in parts and why?  

The beat of the poem allows 
the reader to imagine…………. 
With the change in rhythm in 
stanza …. The reader………….. 

S Structure  How is the poem laid out? How 
does it look on the page? 
Are there a certain amount of lines 
per stanza?  
Does it change at any point?  

How many lines per stanza 
How many stanzas 
Is it a certain shape 
Free verse 
Monologue 
Sonnet 

Key concepts in this module are:  

1. Role of women   10. Time 
2. Guilt    11. Conflict  
3. Appearance vs Reality                  12. Power  
4. Good and Evil    13. Leadership  
5. Loyalty    14. Nature 
6. Power    15.Life and Death  
7. Family    16. Inner Conflict  
8. Responsibility   17. Abuse of power  
9. Greed  

 
 
 

Write about the writer with academic 
verbs. The writer… 
shows portrays implies communicates 
insinuates creates highlights displays alludes 
hints expresses 

Write about the 
reader… 
The reader: 
ask themselves  
wonders  
questions  
agrees 
sympathises  
assumes  
remembers  
believes 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 
This makes the 
reader feel… 
shocked 
amused  
disgusted  
outraged  
confused  
puzzled  
sadness 
melancholy  
frustration 

fury 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 
 
 
 

                                            

                                           

                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                        

 
A APP 

NAVIGATE YOUR WAY 
THROUGH A POEM! 

Step 1= About 
• What is the subject of the poem? 

• Who is speaking? 
• Who is the persona speaking to? 

 

Step 2 = MESSAGE  
• WHY has the poet written the poem? 

• What are they trying to say? 

• What ideas are they using? 

• Is it portraying a message or opinion 
on a subject or event? 

 

 Step 3 = ATTITUDES AND FEELINGS  
• What are the different emotions and 

feelings of the narrator?  

• What is the mood or atmosphere of 
the poem? E.g. happy, desperate, 
anger, sad, 

Step 4 = POETIC TECHNIQUES 
• What different techniques does the poet 

use to show the attitudes and feelings 
identify in STEP 3? 

• How has the poet shown these feelings 
through form and structure? 

• How has the poet used poetic techniques to 
show these feelings? 

 

Step 5 = PERSONAL RESPONSE 

• How well does the poet get their 
message from STEP 2 across? 

• What is the impact of the poem on 
the reader? 

• Are there any alternative ways this 
poem could be understood or 
interpreted? 

 


