
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use Reading VIPERS to help you read and analyse texts. 

Vocabulary 
Explain the meanings of words in context. 

What does the word…tell us about…? 
Find a word in the text which suggests… 

Inference 
Make interpretations from the text / explain 
why and justify with quotation. 

Do you agree with…? 
What was…thinking when…? 
How do these words make you feel as a reader?  

Predict 
Forecast what might happen from the 

knowledge you have gained.  

What do you think will happen in the next section? 
Find evidence that shows…might happen. 

Explain  
Explain how information contributes to overall 

meaning & how word choice impacts this.  

Why is the text organised in this way? 
Find evidence to prove… 
Why has the author chosen…? 
Does the author have a point of view? 

Retrieve 
Retrieve ad record key information.  

How did…? 
Give an example of… 
What genre…? 
What is the setting…? 

Summarise 
Condense information from a series of 

paragraphs.  

What happened before this chapter? 
Put these events in order.  
Summarise the character’s actions in… 

7 Basic Plot Types 

1.Overcoming 
the Monster 

In short the protagonist learns of an evil, a “monster” if you will and seeks 
out to destroy it. This evil may be either a literal monster, like a dragon or 
other kind of beast, or a more humanoid evil such as a hitman in a thriller. 

2.Rags to 
Riches 

The Rags to Riches plot is your Cinderella type plot. The protagonist starts 
off in poor, not too well off state before eventually gaining things such as 
wealth, power  and often love. 

3.The Quest This is probably a type of plot associate a lot of people with the fantasy and 
science fiction genres and shown best in works such as Star Wars and Lord 
of the Rings. Basically involves a journey, which is usually motivated by a 
search for a location, an object or piece of information which the 
protagonist or their group need. 

4.Voyage and 
return 

This plot revolves around the protagonist being forced into an unfamiliar 
environment, another world. This is usually against their will or by mistake.  

5.Comedy A comedy plot is a plot revolving around a large cast, a series of 
miscommunications and a large mesh of relationships. 

6.Tragedy It revolves around a protagonist who is usually more morally ambiguous 
than most. They gradually do more and more morally ambiguous things, or 
simply pursue a tragic dream that is never meant to be. The story usually 
ends with the protagonist’s tragic demise. 

7.Rebirth This is essentially a more positive version of the tragedy, where the 
protagonist is ultimately redeemed and achieves something resembling a 
happy ending. The protagonists of this plot usually have redeeming 
qualities to show that they deserve their happy ending. 

The Big 
Questions 

LANG: How does 
the writer 

structure the text 
to interest you as 

a reader? 
How can I engage 

my reader in 
letter writing? 

LIT: How can we 
define the form 
and structure of 

a text? 

Ambitious Tier 2 Spelling in English @SPA 
Protagonist   Antagonist   Villain   Quest   Voyage    
Tragedy (ies) Context   Character   Connotations   Genre   Shakespearean   Play-write   Author   Actor   Exaggerate 
Grotesque    Imitation   Explicit 
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Curriculum Intent: Why are we studying this? 
1.We’re gaining knowledge of universal themes & ideas.    6. We are developing exam skills. 
2.We’re increasing our own self-awareness.     7. We are building on our KS2 skills. 
3.We can recognise that themes and events in literature are still relevant today.                8. We are learning key concepts. 
4.We can recognise our own difficulties and strengths through literature.                            9. We are getting to know each other.  
5.We are recognising that personal strength can overcome difficulties.                                10. We are developing our confidence.  
6. Confidence & resilience in exams     11. How does the writer use language and structure to develop different plot types?  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.english-grammar-revolution.com/sentence-structure.html&psig=AOvVaw0HDl6jTU_21bY-Slh-e6OW&ust=1589290862759000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNC9jpj4q-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAQ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://middleschoolrush.blogspot.com/2013/11/give-writing-boost-by-varying-sentence.html&psig=AOvVaw0HDl6jTU_21bY-Slh-e6OW&ust=1589290862759000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNC9jpj4q-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/what-is-freytags-pyramid-dramatic-structure/&psig=AOvVaw1qVwnU3xT9cX_PBvf5xCNk&ust=1589291134788000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDy45n5q-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://mrnovak.weebly.com/writing.html&psig=AOvVaw1qVwnU3xT9cX_PBvf5xCNk&ust=1589291134788000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDy45n5q-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAZ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.smawthorneprimary.wakefield.sch.uk/curriculum/reading&psig=AOvVaw36isM-i59Et8ivV-umVnMU&ust=1589294395421000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPD0zK2FrOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.freepik.com/premium-vector/hero-people-with-weapon-male-female-silhouette_3260257.htm&psig=AOvVaw2OzDXlLH5FSe4rGCY9Eq7E&ust=1589303557104000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCL6r2nrOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Subject 
Vocabulary 

Meaning In a sentence… 

Fatal Flaw 
Hamartia  

A negative characteristic which leads to the character’s destruction. Macbeth’s fatal flaw was his ambition which in the end led him to 
his death.  

Downfall  Loss of power or status. Macbeth’s downfall began when he met with the witches.  

Hero The main good character of a narrative. Katniss Everdeen is the hero of The Hunger Games.  

Tragic Hero A tragic hero is a literary character who makes a judgment error that inevitably 
leads to his/her own destruction. 

Macbeth is portrayed as a tragic hero as he has all the qualities to 
be a hero in the beginning of the play.  

Chorus The chorus in Classical Greek drama was a group of actors who described and 
commented upon the main action of a play with song, dance, and narration. 

Romeo and Juliet opens with a Chorus who deliver The Prologue, 
telling the audience the plot which is about to be performed.  

Greek Theatre Greek theatre began in the 6th century BCE in Athens with the performance of 
tragedy plays at religious festivals. 

Almost every Greek city had a theatre because plays were part of 
many religious festivals. The Greeks enjoyed singing and dancing.  

Protagonist The leading character in a film, novel or play.  The protagonists of the novella are George and Lennie. Their 
friendship sets them apart from the other characters, all of whom 

are lonely and isolated to varying degrees. 

Antagonist  An antagonist in literature is usually a character or a group of characters that 
oppose the story's main character, who is known as the protagonist. 

* An antagonist may also be a force or institution, such as a government, with 
which the protagonist must contend. 

The antagonist in of Of Mice and Men is Curly who embodies the 
oppressive society in which migrant workers are kept in fear and 

isolation.  

What 
What is the question about? 

Key concepts? 
Can you select key words 
from the question to allow 
you to answer the question 
in the opening line of each of 
your paragraphs ? 

P 

Make a point 
that says what 

you will explore 
to answer the 

question 

E 
Use evidence to 

support 

How 
How does the writer convey 

their key concepts? 
Can you select concise 
quotations to support your 
points? Can you embed 
theses throughout? How are 
specific words and methods 
used to convey them? What 
are the intended impacts on 
the 
reader/audience/listener? 

 

A 

Analyse how 
the writer has 

used 
language/struct

ure 
characters or 

themes 

R 

How does it 
impact the 

reader? Think, 
feel, imagine 

Why 
Why does the writer convey 

these key concepts? 
What is the author’s purpose 
in writing the text?  

*Link 
What are the contextual 
links? How are the links, 
between events in the text, 
important? 

*L 

*Link ideas to 
historical, social 

or cultural 
ideas. Writer’s 

intentions 

Write about the writer with 
academic verbs. The writer… 
shows     conveys    portrays 

implies     communicates 
insinuates    creates      highlights 

displays       alludes      hints   
expresses 

Write about the 
reader… 
 
The reader: 
ask themselves  
wonders  
questions  
agrees 
sympathises  
assumes  
remembers  
believes 
BECAUSE…AND…
SO… 
 
This makes the 
reader feel… 
shocked 
amused  
disgusted  
outraged  
confused  
puzzled  
sadness 
melancholy  
frustration 

fury 
BECAUSE…AND…
SO… 

*Write about how the writer takes the 

reader on a ‘journey’ with a particular 

character.* 

He was at most fifty, and he looked it. His hair was long and tangled and greasy, 
and hung down, and you could see his eyes shining through like he was behind 
vines. It was all black, no grey; so was his long, mixed-up whiskers. There wasn’t 
no colour in his face, where his face showed; it was white; not like another man’s 
white, but a white to make a body sick, a white to make a body’s flesh crawl – a 
tree-toad white, a fish-belly white. As for his clothes – just rags, that was all. He 
had one ankle resting on t’other knee; the boot on that foot was busted, and two 
of his toes stuck through, and he worked them now and then. His hat was laying 
on the floor – an old black slouch with the top caved in, like a lid. 
From The Black Cauldron by Lloyd Alexander (Henry Holt, 1965)  
 
A bellow of laughter resounded beyond the chamber, and in another moment a 
giant, redheaded warrior rolled in at the side of Adaon. He towered above all in 
the chamber and his beard flamed around a face so scarred with old wounds it 
was impossible to tell where one began and another ended. His nose had been 
battered to his cheekbones; his heavy forehead was nearly lost in a fierce tangle of 
eyebrows; and his neck seemed as thick as Taran’s waist.  
From Look Homeward, Angel by Thomas Wolfe (Simon & Schuster, 1995, originally 
published 1929)  
 
My brother Ben’s face, thought Eugene, is like a piece of slightly yellow ivory; his 
high white head is knotted fiercely by his old man’s scowl; his mouth is like a knife, 
his smile the flicker of light across a blade. His face is like a blade, and a knife, and 
a flicker of light: it is delicate and fierce, and scowls beautifully forever, and when 
he fastens his hard white fingers and his scowling eyes upon a thing he wants to 
fix, he sniffs with sharp and private concentration through his long, pointed 
nose…his hair shines like that of a young boy—it is crinkled and crisp as lettuce.  
From A Separate Peace by John Knowles (Simon & Schuster, 2003, originally 
published 1959) 

Key concepts in this module:  
 

1. Role of women                10. Responsibility  
2. Guilt       11. Greed  
3. Ambition       12. Morality 
4. Appearance vs Reality    13. Conflict  
5. Good and Evil                 14. Power  
6. Loyalty  
7. Poverty  
8. Social Injustice  
9. Family  

 
 

Wherever you see * 

on an English 
knowledge organiser 

it means this is a 
stretch & challenge 

element. 
 
 

Varied Sentence Openers 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/top-marks.html&psig=AOvVaw0yw_EakCvGYYAjCYDvIcj8&ust=1585838629508000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLC3v8q7x-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/vary-your-sentence-openers-a4-prompt-sheet-11027903&psig=AOvVaw2YUSB1SAez0k16OnT-7ft0&ust=1589299698433000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDIg5CZrOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

