
  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary* 
Abhor, Accustomed, Apprehensive, Belligerent, Charismatic, 
Coarse, Crestfallen, Derogatory, Destitute, Disenfranchised, 
Indignation, Reprehensible, Soledad, Incongruous, Nomadic, 
Retort, Sullen, Stoical, Unprecedented, Volatile and Writhe.  
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Key concepts in this module:  
1. Role of women              19. 

Identity/Culture 
2. Guilt              20. Fear 
3. Ambition             21. Abuse of power 
4. Appearance vs Reality 
5. Good and Evil  
6. Loyalty  
7. Power  
8. Poverty  
9. Social Injustice 
10. Family 
11. Responsibility  
12. Redemption  
13. Conflict  
14. Power 
15. Leadership  
16. Nature  
17. Life and Death  
18. Inner Conflict.  

 
 
 

 
Tenses in English:  
Simple present, Present progressive, Simple past, Past 
Progressive, Present perfect, Present perfect 
progressive, Past perfect, Past perfect progressive.  
 
 

Chapter 3 builds up tension at the dramatic point when Candy’s 

old, tired, odorous dog is shot. The build up towards this point 

includes several moments of silence to create tension as it gives 

the reader the chance to feel like they are there experiencing 

the emotional pain of Candy’s dog being taken away. Carlson 

isn’t very empathetic towards Candy because he is very eager to 

get rid of the dog. He repeatedly suggests shooting the dog and 

has no comforting tone in his voice; it’s almost like he is telling 

him that he will kill the dog without Candy’s permission. The fact 

that everyone else in the bunk house is trying to get Carlson to 

lay off being so persistently mean to Candy adds to the tension 

as he ignores everyone’s attempts to calm him down. This gives 

the reader the idea that this conversation is now only between 

Carlson and Candy who blocks Carlson by turning his back to 

him; Carlson carries on pestering him and shoots the dog. This 

adds tension because Candy has already blocked the 

conversation and is staying quiet. The way that Steinbeck uses 

all of the characters in the bunk house to add tension works 

well, as it gives the reader the impression that they all know that 

Candy’s dog is old and smelly, but they aren’t going to go out of 

their way to make sure that it isn’t killed. 

 

Curriculum Intent: Why are we studying 
this? 
To develop our capacity for critical and 
independent thought.  
To listen and respond appropriately to the 
views of others.  
To understand the changing nature of 
society and how this is an opportunity not a 
threat.  
To develop compassion for others in society.  
To recognise world faiths and beliefs and the 
impact they have on our culture. 
To broaden their perspective on different 
communities and cultures within the local 
area.  
How are characters used to gain insight into 
the structure and social context of a text?  

 

Challenge Questions 
How does the structure of the text impact on the 
reader? 
Are the actions of the key characters worth the 
consequences? 
 

LANG:  
R2 R3 R4 R5 

 
 
 
 

LANG & LIT:  
E6 E7 E8 E9 E10 E11* 

 

 

 

 

LIT:  
L11 L12 L13 L14* 

 

 

LIT: 
L1 L2 L3 L4 L5 L6 L7 L8 L9 

L10* 
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Key terminology 

Allusion  Referring to something without mentioning it directly. 

Antagonist A character who opposes the protagonist 

Hubris Excessive pride and ego. 

Foreshadow To give an indication of future events. 

Juxtaposition Placing two contrasting things close to each other. 

Pathetic fallacy Using the weather to create a mood. 

Protagonist The main character. 

Animal Imagery  Comparing a character to an animal to suggest their 
characteristics.  

Metaphor  Using an object to represent something else.  

Colour 
Symbolism.  

The use of a colour to symbolise an emotion or idea.  

Simile.  Comparing two things using either ‘Like’ or ‘As’  

Dialect.  Using words and syntax from a place or type of person.  

Onomatopoeia  Using a word that sounds like the word that you are 
describing.  

Metonym  A word or phrase used in place of another with which it is 
associated.  

Repetition. Repeating something that has already been said.  

Alliteration  Repetition of the consonant sounds of a word.  

Strong verbs.  Words that describe an action. 

Emotive 
Language.  

Words that create an emotional reaction from the reader.  

Colloquial 
Language.  

Slang.  

Symbolism.  The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.  

Fable.  A story that conveys a moral message.  

Irony.  Where ones meaning is normally the opposite of what has 
been said.  

Personification. Giving something that is not human, humanlike features.  

Allusion.  Referring to something indirectly.  

Motif.  Pattern within the novella.  

Hyperbole.  Exaggeration.  

Figurative 
Language.  

Words used to describe.  

Key characters 

George 
Milton.  

Quick-Witted farmworker with a 
heart of gold. Best friend to 
Lennie.  

Lennie 
Small.  

Strong farmworker who likes soft 
things. Accidentally kills soft 
things.  

Candy.  Old ranch worker who lost his 
hand and his money. Loses his 
dog and ambitions.  

Curley’s 
Wife.  

Wife of Curley. Flirty. Meets a 
tragic end.  

Slim.  Highly respected worker on the 
ranch. Lays the law of ranch.  

Crooks.  Stable hand with a crooked back 
and big dreams. Gets his dreams 
shattered by racial 
discrimination.  

Curley.  Son of the ranch boss. Bullies 
Lennie and is disrespectful to his 
wife.  

Carlson.  Bitter and mean farmworker.  

Context 

The Great Depressions: This was a huge economic 
crash which lead to over 15 million Americans 
unemployed and living in poverty.  This began with 
the Wall Street Crash and only stopped in 1941.  
Wall Street Crash: This is where the stock market 
crashed in October 1929, the world economy was 
plunged into the Great Depression. Too many people 
borrowed money to invest, prices started to fall and 
panic buying started to happen. Therefore, those who 
invested money removed it through fear of losing it.  

The American Dream: Anyone can achieve goals 
through hard work and personal sacrifice.  

Migrant workers: These were men who travelled 
by themselves to find work. They never stayed in 
one place for long to allow them to look for higher 
wages.  

How to write about it… 

Steinbeck introduces 
the character as…  
The author’s 
intention is… 
Steinbeck’s use of 
emotive vocabulary… 
A sense of………….is 
created by Steinbeck 
because……. 
The audience may 
interpret this as…. 
The character 
embodies/ 
represents/ 
symbolises….* 
Steinbeck is 
influenced by…. 

Write about the 
writer with 
academic verbs. 
Steinbeck… 
shows  
conveys 
portrays* 
implies  
communicates  
insinuates  
creates  
highlights  
displays  
alludes* 
hints  
expresses* 

Write about the 
audience… 
 
The reader: 
ask themselves  
wonders  
questions  
agrees 
sympathises * 
assumes  
remembers  
believes 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 
 
This makes the 
audience feel… 
shocked 
amused  
disgusted  
outraged * 
confused  
puzzled  
sadness 
melancholy * 
frustration 

fury 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 

Wherever you see 

* on an English 

knowledge 
organiser it means 
this is a stretch & 

challenge 
element. 

 
 

Common Spelling Errors in English @SPA 
Author   Writer   Because   Beginning   There / their    Tension   Particular   
Especially   Believe   Sympathy   Repetition   Opposite   Exclamation Mark   
Emphasise   Doesn’t Empathise   Sentence 
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