
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot (Acts) 

1 Extreme hatred exists between the Montague and Capulet families. A brawl breaks out in streets in the opening scene between the 
two families. Romeo meanwhile is missing (he is busy being lovesick for Rosalind) who does not return his love. Paris visits the Capulet 
household and asks to marry Juliet.  Paris is invited to the Capulet ball. Benvolio persuades the lovesick Romeo to ‘gatecrash’ the 
Capulet ball. Lady Capulet and the nurse try to convince Juliet that Paris would make a good husband. At the ball, Tybalt spots Romeo 
and wants to confront him.  Lord Capulet prevents the fight. Romeo and Juliet meet and it is love at first sight.  

2 Romeo scales the garden wall – desperate to see Juliet.  They exchange love vows on the balcony and plan to marry. Romeo asks Friar 
Lawrence to arrange the marriage. The Friar only agrees as he hopes it will unite the families and end the feud. The Nurse acts as a go 
between helping the young lovers. Romeo and Juliet are married in secret.  

3  Benvolio is with Mercutio. The Capulets are out looking for a fight. A fight breaks out between Mercutio and Tybalt. Mercutio is 
stabbed after Romeo tries to intervene and prevent the fight. Mercutio curses the two families: “a plague on both your houses.” The 
Prince arrives and condemns Romeo to exile as he killed Tybalt in revenge for his friend’s death. Romeo is banished. Paris arrives to 
marry Juliet. Lord Capulet wants the marriage to go ahead. 

4 Juliet is given a potion by the priest to make her appear dead. He then sends a message to Romeo to hurry back to Verona. Juliet’s 
family are devastated when they learn of her death and they take her body to the family tomb. 

5 Romeo learns that Juliet has died. He returns to Verona to visit the tomb. The messenger who was sent to tell Romeo that Juliet was 
not really dead admits to Friar Laurence that he was prevented from leaving the city and delivering his message by an outbreak of 
disease. Paris visits Juliet’s tomb. Romeo meets him there but does not know who he is. Seeing each other they fight. Romeo kills Paris.  
Romeo takes the poison. Juliet wakes and sees Romeo dead. She takes Romeo’s dagger and kills herself. 

Challenge Questions 
Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents the 
relationship between Romeo and Juliet. Write about:  
• how Shakespeare presents their relationship in this conversation  
• how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Romeo and Juliet in the 
play as a whole. 
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Shakespeare leads the characters of Romeo and Juliet on a ‘fearful 
passage’ through the play where their youthful love is at constant 
odds with the strict patriarchal system of arranged marriage in the 
society they exist in.  
 
 The extract is a vital moment of the play in establishing the 
relationship between Romeo and Juliet. The way Romeo uses a 
bombardment of hyperbolic oxymorons in Act 1 Scene 1 - ‘O 
brawling love! O loving hate!’ suggests his feelings for Rosaline are 
immature and superficial. Within the extract, Romeo’s feelings for 
Juliet seem to offer more depth and maturity. Indeed, religious 
imagery is utilised throughout to suggest Romeo has found a new 
gravity and seriousness. The semantic field of Christian imagery 
(from ‘holy shrine’ to ‘two blushing pilgrims’) highlights how Romeo 
views Juliet as a sacred goddess. By placing Juliet on such a 
pedestal, Romeo is rebelling against the Christian tradition which 
suggests nothing is greater than god. Indeed, Romeo’s use of 
perfect iambic pentameter and ABAB rhyme scheme as he contrives 
to persuade Juliet to kiss him could be interpreted as just as 
rehearsed as his utterances about Rosaline. The fact the first 14 
lines of their dialogue form a perfect sonnet allows the audience to 
view the relationship between Romeo and Juliet as harmonious 
wherein they perfectly complete and complement each other. 
 
 This sharply contrasts with the view in the Prologue which 
described the couple as ‘star-crossed lovers’ fighting against the 
irrevocable forces of fate and destiny. Although Juliet responds to 
Romeo’s lead in this scene, it is also important to note Juliet’s 
growing independence which becomes increasingly vital later in the 
play. She responds wittily to Romeo’s kind words with the 
metaphor ‘You kiss by the book’ to emphasise the idea Romeo’s 
protestations sound somewhat affected and manufactured. This 
reveals Juliet is not a conventional female within the Elizabethan 
era and is capable of using her wisdom and intellect to assert her 
views. 
 

Key concepts for this 
module:  
 

1. Role of women  
2. Guilt  
3. Loyalty  
4. Power  
5. Fate and 

Freewill 
6. Social Injustice 
7. Family  
8. Responsibility  
9. Morality  
10. War.  

 
 
 

Curriculum Intent: Why are we 
studying this? 

1.Knowledge of universal themes & 
ideas in Shakespeare’s work.  
2.Increase our own self awareness 
3.Recognise our own difficulties 
through literature 
4.Recognise that personal strength 
can overcome difficulties 
5.Be successful at writing about 
Romeo and Juliet in an assessment.  
6. Confidence & resilience in our 
writing. 
7. How are plays structured for 
effect? How does the social context 
of a play effect meaning?  

LIT:  
L1, L2, L3, L4, L5, L6, L7, L8, L9, L10 

 
 
 
 

LIT: 
L11, L12, L13, L14* 

 

 

 

 

 

LIT:  
L15, L16, L17, L18, L19, L20* 

 

 

LIT: 
E1, E2, E3, E4, E5, E6, E7, E8, E9, 

E10, E11, E12* 
 
 
 
 

Tier 2 Ambitious Vocabulary* 
animosity    banishment    belligerent    confidant    

conflict    despair    dutiful   feud    hostile    impulsive    
idolatry    infatuation    melancholy    tormented    

tumultuous    tyrannical     

Sentence types: * 

Simple: expresses a complete thought  
1. Compound: two or more independent clauses. Joined 

by a coordinating conjunction. 
2. Complex: contains independent and dependent 

clause. Dependent clause begins with subordinating 
conjunction (after, before, because, although, when, 
since, if, unless, while, etc) 

3. Capital Letters – Understanding – Punctuation – 
Spelling  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/top-marks.html&psig=AOvVaw0yw_EakCvGYYAjCYDvIcj8&ust=1585838629508000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLC3v8q7x-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Key terminology 

Belligerent Aggressive and hostile 

*Blank verse Unrhyming verse, written in iambic pentameter.  

Chorus Group of actors who described and commented on the 
main action. In R+J the Chorus acts as the voice of fate.  

Dramatic irony The audience know something that a character does not. 

Foreshadow To give an indication of future events. 

Hamartia A fatal flaw leading to the downfall of the tragic hero. 

*Iambic 
Pentameter 

a metrical foot in poetry in which a stressed syllable is 
followed by an unstressed syllable 

Impulsive Acting suddenly and without careful thought. 

Juxtaposition Placing two contrasting things close to each other.  

Melancholy A feeling of thoughtful sadness 

Patriarchy a system of society or government in which men hold the 
power and women are largely excluded from it. 

Prologue Introduction to the plot.  

*Soliloquy A character speaking to themselves, but aloud. 

Sonnet A poem of fourteen lines.  

Tragedy Genre in which a protagonist is brought to ruin or suffers 
extreme sorrow; usually as a consequence of a fatal flaw. 

Unrequited A feeling - especially love - not returned. 

Verona A city in north-eastern Italy; the setting of the play. 

Key characters 

Romeo 
Montague 

The tragic hero of the plot. His 
love for Juliet is incredibly 
romantic, impulsive and 
passionate. 

Juliet 
Capulet 

Young and innocent. Aged 13. 
Her love for Romeo matures her 
and makes her bolder in his 
defiance. 

Lord 
Capulet 

Juliet’s father. Shows concern for 
Juliet’s welfare, but aggressive 
and tyrannical when disobeyed. 

Mercutio Romeo’s loyal best friend. 

Benvolio Cousin to Romeo – tries to keep 
the peace between the families. 

Nurse Juliet’s nursemaid; they have a 
close relationship. She acts as a 
confidante and messenger for 
Romeo and Juliet 

Tybalt Juliet’s ruthless, hot-tempered 
and vengeful cousin. Has a deep, 
violent hatred of the Montagues.  

Prince 
Escalus 

The symbol of law and order in 
Verona. His threats of 
punishment are unable to bring 
an end to the conflict.  

Themes 
Love:  the most important theme of the play. The play focuses on romantic love, specifically 
the intense passion that springs up at first sight between Romeo and Juliet. In the play, love is 
a violent, ecstatic, overpowering force that supersedes all other values, loyalties, and 
emotions. 

Fate: the idea that higher powers such as God or fate controlled the events in a person’s life. 
The prologue about ‘star-crossed lovers introduces the role of fate from the start. It seems as 

though all of the characters are powerless to stop fate.* 

Family honour: a sense of family honour at the time meant that any small insult had to be 
repaid with revenge. This could lead to violence, death and civil unrest (large brawls across a 
city.)  

Patriarchy: men hold the power and women are excluded from it.  For example, the father 
was the ruler of the household, and women had no rights in law. Daughters were regarded as 

‘property’ and often married off very young as a way to join wealthy and powerful families. * 

Conflict: The ancient grudge between the two families frames the events of the play.  The two 
families have been taught to hate each other, and this hatred impacts on the family members 
and the citizens of Verona. Conflict is also evident within the two families and this manifests in 
struggles for power and control. Furthermore, both Romeo and Juliet experience inner 
conflict.  

Violence: From the Prologue, the audience can clearly see that the play is a tragedy about 
violence. The feud between the families causes extreme violence. Across the whole play, 
violence seems to stem from love.  

Context  
Verona: R & J set in Verona in the fourteenth century. Verona was a 
rich, lively, cultured city but had been afflicted by violence for 
centuries. Political leaders clashed with religious leaders for power, 
status and wealth and many people were obliged to take sides. 

Women: Society in the 16th century was patriarchal: men were 
dominant. Women were inferior and expected to marry as young as 
12. Noblewomen like Juliet would have received some education 
but there was little freedom in most areas of life for women. Lower 
class women received no education and would have worked as 

some sort of servant.* 

Queen Elizabeth I: Provided a powerful example of a strong female 
in a male-dominated society, living by rules established by men. She 
was not representative of women in wider English society and was 
celebrated as an exceptional woman. Admired by Shakespeare and 
led England to great wealth, prosperity and national confidence.  

Shakespearean Tragedy. R+J is one of Shakespeare’s tragedies and 
follows specific conventions. The climax must end in a tremendous 
catastrophe involving the death of the main character; the 

character’s death is caused by their own flaw(s) (hamartia). * 

How to write about 
it… 

Shakespeare 
introduces the 
character as…  
The author’s 
intention is… 
Shakespeare’s use of 
emotive vocabulary… 
A sense of………….is 
created by 
Shakespeare 
because……. 
The audience may 
interpret this as…. 
*The character 
embodies/ 
represents/ 
symbolises…. 
Shakespeare is 
influenced by…. 
 

Write about the 
writer with 
academic verbs. 
Shakespeare… 
shows  
conveys 
portrays* 
implies  
communicates  
insinuates  
creates  
highlights  
displays  
alludes* 
hints  
expresses* 

Write about the 
audience… 
 
The reader: 
ask themselves  
wonders  
questions  
agrees 
sympathises * 
assumes  
remembers  
believes 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 
 
This makes the 
audience feel… 
shocked 
amused  
disgusted  
outraged * 
confused  
puzzled  
sadness 
melancholy * 
frustration 

fury 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 

Wherever you see 

* on an English 

knowledge 
organiser it means 
this is a stretch & 

challenge 
element. 
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