
                                                                                                  

                                                                                                         

  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POINT 
I agree/disagree 
that… 
It is my view 
that… 
In my opinion… 
It 
appears/seems 
that… 
 

EVIDENCE 
A clear example 
of this is “…” 
When the author 
writes “…” 
This can be 
shown by “…” 
The use of “…” 
 

TECHNIQUE 
Adjective, 
adverb, simile, 
metaphor, 
alliteration, 
connotation, 
imagery, mood, 
repetition, 
hyperbole, 
punctuation, 
foreshadow, 
sentence form, 
personification, 
motif, narrative 
voice. 

ANALYSIS 
The effect of this is 
to make the 
reader… 
The author wants 
the reader to 
think/feel/imagine/ 
It is clear from the 
quote that… 
 

LINK 
This links to the 
question 
because… 
 

Method Definition 

Ambiguity The quality of being open to more than one interpretation. 

Enjambment Continuing a sentence across lines of poetry without end stopping. 

Euphemism Replacing a harsh word/phrase with a milder indirect one. 

Free verse An open form of poetry, it does not use consistent metre patterns or rhyme.  

Metaphor A direct comparison to say one thing is another. 

Motif a recurrent image, idea, or symbol that develops or explains a theme, while a theme is a central idea or message. 

Oxymoron A phrase created by words of opposite meanings. 

Personification Giving human qualities to something non-human. 

Semantic Field A series of words relating to a specific topic. 

Simile A comparison on two things using 'as' or 'like'. 

Symbolism An object or colour used to represent a different meaning. 

Emotive language Words and phrases used to create an emotional response 

Conflict A serious disagreement between opposing sides - these could be countries, groups of people or a conflict within opposing ideas/feelings in a 
person. 

Juxtaposition  Two ideas or feelings being seen or placed close together with contrasting effect. 

Theme An idea that recurs in or is present in a work of art or literature. 

Caesura A break between words, a pause near the middle of a line of poetry. 

Sensory language Words used to engage the 5 senses. 

Consonance The repetition of similar-sounding consonants in close together to produce a specific effect.  

Allegory A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one. 

Plosives The basic plosives in English are t, k, and p, d, g, and b. 

Rhetorical 
Question 

A question asked in order to create a dramatic effect or to make a point rather than to get an answer. 

Past Participle The form of a verb, typically ending in -ed in English, which is used in forming perfect and passive tenses and sometimes as an adjective, 
e.g. looked in have you looked?, lost in lost property. 

Structure Thinking about the way the poem is put together and why the poet may have chosen to do it this way. 

Form The type or variety of something for example in poetry, a sonnet, dramatic monologue or narrative poem are examples. 

Stanza  A group of lines in a poem that are usually separated by a blank line. 

Line In poetry a line is not the same as a sentence.  One line in poetry can in include more than one sentence and on sentence can go over many 
lines. 

Rhyme The similarity of sound between words or the endings of words, especially when these are used at the ends of lines of poetry. 

Rhythm A strong, regular repeated pattern of movement or sound. 

Sonnet A form of poetry using fourteen lines using any of a number of formal rhyme schemes, in English typically having ten syllables per line. 

LIT: 
L1 L2 L3 L4 L5 L6 L7 L8 L9 L10* 

 
 
 
 
 

The Big Questions 
LIT: How does the poet 

use language to 
present the theme of 

conflict? 
LIT: How does the 

context of the poem 
affect the reader’s 

understanding of the 
poem? 

 LIT: 
E1E2 E3 E4* E5 E6* E7* E8* E9* E10* 

E11* E12* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIT: 
L11 L12 L13 L14* 

 

 

 

Common Spelling 
Errors in English @SPA 

Simile metaphor 
connotation 

personification 
alliteration 

onomatopoeia rhyme 
rhythm 
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@SPA 

Key concepts in this module:  
1. Guilt  
2. Appearance vs Reality  
3. Good and Evil  
4. Loyalty  14. Inner Conflict  
5. Power                 15. 

Identity/Culture 
6. Family  16. Fear  
7. Morality             17. Abuse of 

power  
8. Responsibility 
9. Conflict  
10. War 
11. Leadership  
12. Nature  
13. Life and Death  
 

 
 
 

Write about the 
writer with academic 
verbs. The writer… 
shows  
conveys 
portrays 
implies  
communicates  
insinuates  
creates  
highlights  
displays  
alludes 
hints  
expresses 

Full mark answer: 

In my opinion Wilfred Owen shows the reader the 

terrible conditions of World War One by describing 

the condition of the men.  A clear example of this is,  

“knock-kneed, coughing like hags we curse through 

sludge”. This simile shows the reader that the men 

are not in good physical or mental health.  The 

adjective ‘knock-kneed’ shows the reader that the 

men are so exhausted from the fighting that their 

legs can barely carry their weight and so are buckling 

and bending with the effort to stand up.  The verb 

‘curse’ suggests the men are swearing and muttering 

under their breath perhaps suggesting that they are 

frustrated with the situation or that the soldiers are 

unhappy.  I think that Owen wants the reader to feel 

sorry for the men who find themselves in this awful 

situation.  I also think that Owen wants to show the 

reader the real conditions endured by the soldiers, 

not just what the propaganda told people at home 

war was like.   

Skills Coverage 

LIT:  
L15 L16 L17 L18 L19* L20* 

 

 

 

Curriculum Intent: Why are we studying this? 
1. To develop our understanding of the world around us and the conflicts people face. 
2.To develop our own analytical skills therefore increasing our confidence when we are faced 
with complex ideas and language. 
3.To encourage and develop our empathetic and interpretation skills so we are better able to 
develop our own opinions and see the world through the eyes of others. 
4. How are poems structured for effect? How does the social context of a poem effect 
meaning?  

 



 

 

 

                                                            

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

Poet/Poem Context Key Information Key Methods 

Siegfried Sassoon - 'Attack' World War 
One  

Centred in Europe that began on 28th July 1914 and lasted until 11th November 1918 Simile 

Wilfred Owen 'Dulce est 
Decorum Est' 

  8 million soldiers died in WW1 and 21 million were injured Metaphor 

Jessie Pope 'Who's for the 
Game' 

1914 - 1918 The first chemical weapons were used in WW1 - known as mustard gas Semantic field* 

Rupert Brooke 'The Soldier'   The effects of mustard gas are; irritation, temporary blindness, diarrhoea, vomiting   

Carol Ann Duffy 'The Christmas 
Truce' 

  The way soldiers fought was very different than today - often hand to hand, bombs, gas   

Wilfred Owen 'Anthem for 
Doomed Youth' 

  Propaganda was used to persuade young men to join the armed forces.   

        

Ciaran Carson 'Belfast Confetti' The Troubles  The conflict in Northern Ireland began in the 1960s when the minority Catholic population began campaigning against discrimination by the Protestant 
majority.  

Enjambment 

  Northern 
Ireland 

By the 1970s, some Irish nationalist groups had started using violence to force the UK government to make the region independent of Britain. Caesura 

    British troops became an everyday presence on the streets of Belfast, the Northern Irish capital.  Symbolism* 

    Violent clashes between protesters and the 'security forces' (the police and army) were common. In media res* 

        

Robert Minhinick 'The Yellow 
Palm' 

1st Gulf War Dates 2nd August 1990 - 28th February 1991   

    The first Gulf War in 1990 lasted less than a year and took place between an Allied coalition led by the United States and Iraqi forces which had invaded 
neighbouring Kuwait. The mission became known by its military name Operation Desert Storm. 

Conjunctions,  
Alliteration 

    The refrain of ‘The Yellow Palm’ refers to Palestine Street, but Minhinnick has identified the inspiration for the poem as a different street in Baghdad called Al-
Rasheed Street, a major thoroughfare in the city and the location of the Al-Rasheed Hotel, from where CNN broadcast live during the air strikes on the city 
during the first Gulf War.  

Consonance,  
Sibilance 

        

Warsan Shire 'Home' Refugees Shire wrote the poem in 2009 after spending time with a group of young refugees who had fled troubled homelands including Somalia, Eritrea, Congo and 
Sudan.  

Personification 

    She described their living conditions as cold and cramped.  Enjambment 

    The encounter, she says, opened her eyes to the harsh reality of living as an undocumented refugee in Europe Allegory* 

        

Ebony Delaney 'I Can't 
Breathe' 

Race Black Lives Matter activist movement founded in 2013 - campaigns against violence and systemic racisim towards black people Religious Imagery 

    The poem was written by a transgender black woman in 2015 Rhetorical question. 

        

Simon Armitage 'Out of the 
Blue 

Terrorism On September 11, 2001, 19 militants associated with the Islamic extremist group al Qaeda hijacked four airplanes and carried out suicide attacks against targets 
in the United States. 

Plosives 

    Two of the planes were flown into the twin towers of the World Trade Centre in New York City, Past Participle 

    Almost 3,000 people were killed during the 9/11 terrorist attacks,   

Imtiaz Dharker ' The Right 
Word' 

  After the terrorist attack on the Twin Towers on 11th September 2001 Imtiaz Dharker wrote this poem. Ambiguous 

    In the poem she explores issues of language and identity; how we see and label other people, and how those people may see and label themselves.   

        

Chrissy Williams 'The Burning 
of the Houses 

London Riots The London Riots, were a series of riots between 6 and 11 August 2011 Motif*  

    Thousands of people rioted in cities and towns across England, which saw looting, arson, and mass deployment of police, and resulted in the deaths of five 
people. 

  

    From the 8th August the violence spread to other major cities such as; Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, Bristol.   

        

Ricky Nutall 'The Fire Fighter' Grenfell 
Tower 

On 14 June 2017, a fire broke out in the 24-storey Grenfell Tower block of flats in North Kensington, West London, at 00:54 BST; it caused 72 deaths, Semantic Field 

    Ricky Nuttall was a fireman who went into the burning tower block 3 times. Symbolism 

    The poem was first published on Nutall's Twitter page.   

Wherever you see 

* on an English 

knowledge 
organiser it means 
this is a stretch & 

challenge 
element. 

Write about the 
reader… 
 
The reader: 
ask themselves  
wonders  
questions  
agrees 
sympathises  
assumes  
remembers  
believes 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 
This makes the 
reader feel… 
shocked 
amused  
disgusted  
outraged  
confused  
puzzled  
sadness 
melancholy  
frustration 

fury 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 



 


